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Abstract 

The study examined the correlation between governance and religious consequences on 

infrastructural development in Nigeria. Exclusively, examine the influence of religion on 

democratic governance in Nigeria and its effect on infrastructure development. The framework of 

the analysis is the Marxist instrumentalist theory, which is built on the radical decision-making 

models of economic policy formulations, and adopts qualitatively descriptive techniques and 

documentary approaches on data collection. The study discovered that while the restoration of 

democracy in Nigeria was ostensibly aimed at promoting good governance, political stability, and 

infrastructural development, the political gimmicks of the elites (cabals), traded the country’s 

equality with a lopsided faith-based policy. These are evidenced by the significant decline in 

infrastructure, rise in insecurity, and economic destitution. Among other things are the poor supply 

of social facilities, and the retarded development of human capital. To improve on the situation, 

the following were recommended: i) Proper orientation of the citizens on the dangers of religious 

politics and appointment of leaders; ii) adopting a proactive measure to ensure the proper 

implementation of the existing policies irrespective of the religious affinity of the government in 

power. Thereby, contributing to accountability in governance, equal distribution of state 

resources, and overall development of the country to bring reduction in insecurity instigated by 

religious fanatism in various regions in Nigeria. 
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Introduction 

The study examined the connection between governance and religious implications for 

infrastructure development in Nigeria. Exclusively, examine the influence of religion on 

democratic governance in the country and its effect on infrastructure development. The restoration 

of democracy is ostensibly aimed at promoting good governance, development, religious 

tolerance, and political stability, but reverse is the case in Nigeria, due to poor leadership, grown 

out of the self-interest of the elites’ political ambitions at the expense of the total populace. The 

outcomes are surrounded by the on-going carnage of innocent citizens, propelled by extremists 

from various part of Africa and beyond, in the bid to replace the circular status of Nigeria with 
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their preferred religion irrespective of the country’s ethnic diversity and belief, significant decline 

in infrastructure, and economic retrogression.  Others are the poor provision of social facilities and 

retarded human capital development are also observed.  Making the issue of governance in 

emerging countries like Nigeria, somewhat challenging. For instance, in 2019, the North-west 

geopolitical zone of Nigeria, with seven (7) states recorded the highest number of poverty level 

beyond the 40.1% national average.  Out of the seven states, Jigawa recorded 87% of its poverty 

rate; Sokoto - 87.7% and Zamfara – 74% respectively.  Then, about 4 million were without basic 

healthcare and 29.7% had no the formal education.  In spite of these regional condition of the 

people, its governance by different states were linked to corruption and misappropriation of public 

coffers ((ICP-AR, No. 288, 2020 pp. 1-2).   

The effects are on the dilapidated and lacking infrastructural progress of majority of the six 

geopolitical regions of the country, lack of policy implementation and poor resource allocations.  

The interpretation and implementation of some policies and development programmes are often 

linked to the religious affinity of the political class or government in power.   The absurdity of 

good governance, explains the irretrievable danger to democracy if left unresolved in Nigeria. 

Importantly, the huge decay in infrastructure at the federal, state, and local levels explains the 

demand for an overhaul, reintegration, and restructuring of the country's policies. These thought-

provoking circumstances are the result of the government's deficiency in its methodical tactics, 

federation, mechanism, and management of society. Basically, the difficult state of infrastructure 

development is due to the fact that society does not have access to an administrative power 

associated with acknowledging the exact project, conducting some feasibility studies, and pushing 

ahead with the physical development of the projects (Oyedele, 2012).   

In Nigeria, the issue of governance has experienced overwhelming controversy, especially since 

its establishment as an independent state, even more so in this democratic dispensation. As the 

most populous sub-Saharan African country of approximately 200 million people, for over fifty 

(50) decades of independence and a republic, government and infrastructure have faced 

devastating challenges due to inconsistent policies, economic hardship, religious prejudice, and 

poor governance that have hampered infrastructure development. Poor infrastructure development, 

abandonment of awarded projects in some regions, lack of transparency in governance, unequal 

distribution of resources, and corruption have shaped Nigerian governance based on religious 
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sentiments. Depending on the region, infrastructure features are numerous, services are massive 

and have received increased attention with national and global economic advances. The global 

focus has so far been on approaches to stimulate growth and improve the quality of life for all 

citizens but was denied due to the prevailing one-sided political-religious mood.  According to 

Oyedele (2012), infrastructure is the technical framework that collaborates an existing society, 

such as roads, water supply, sewerage, national electrical grids, and telecommunications, among 

others. It is also described as the development of the basic facilities, services, and installations 

required for a society to function. Consequently, the main purpose of a country's infrastructure 

progress is to improve development for more conducive economic progress and the well-being of 

society. In this context, the question arises: Why does the religious affiliation of political elites 

undermine the impartial allocation of development projects and infrastructure in some regions of 

Nigeria? Answering this question is the aim of the work.  

Conceptualization                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Over the years, some attempts have been made at both national and regional levels to offer 

solutions to some of these development problems. In 1972, the African Development Bank was 

founded by donor countries with a board from six different countries. This institution aims to 

contribute to the promotion of economic and social development. The fund was to be replenished 

every three years by the member countries without an interest being charged on this loan. These 

loans were project loans with a term of 50 years. The Nigeria Trust Fund was also established in 

1976 with the aim of using the country's resources to fund projects of national and regional 

importance. These loans were intended to support further economic and social development in 

Nigeria (Kumar & Scott, 2011). However, these efforts are yielding little or no results for the intent 

for which they were set up, due to seemingly endemic bottlenecks from inconsistent and poor 

policy implementation, lobbying, looting, and corruption that are rampant in Africa.  However, 

studies have shown that a 1% increase in the stock of infrastructure investment in core sectors can 

boost GDP growth by up to 1 percentage point. Given these facts, African infrastructure 

development has been a key component of the banks' strategic direction (AIFPN, 2010).  Most of 

the governance and infrastructure development issues have been identified by some researchers.  

The efforts of these authors to get the connection right fall into two perspectives. GTI (nd); AIFPN 

(2010, p. 12); Kumar & Scott, (2011, p. 3); UNESCAP (end p. 1) focused their analyzes on the 
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impact of governance on infrastructure planning, sector upgrades as tools to achieve socio-

economic development and to create productive jobs. Other researchers such as Oyedele (2012 

p.3); Elu (2000 p. 60); PLAC (nd); pointed out the challenges of infrastructure decay and 

development. These include poor funding and execution of funded projects, lack of technological 

advancement for development, poor maintenance culture, the widespread art of kickbacks, and 

embezzlement of resources that have led to mismanagement and waste. On the other hand, Khan 

(2010) writes that governance skills are closely related to state-supported promotion strategies. To 

this end, this study is based on the Marxist instrumentalist theory of Karl Marx. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

For this study, the Marxist instrumentalist theory of Karl Marx (1818-1883) was adopted. The 

theoretical basis and its logical orientations derive from the scholarly legacy of 19th-century 

political thinkers such as Paul Sweezy. He argues that a country is a government-influenced 

instrument that enforces and inherently guarantees the constancy of elite organizations. Miliband, 

on the other hand, recognized the governmental power of a capitalist social order that owns and 

pedals the source of production and, because of the financial control it has been delegated, is able 

to use the country as an apparatus for exercising social dominance (structuralism vs. 

instrumentalism - what is the difference? | WikiDiff). Within this idiosyncratic theory, the state 

function is assumed to be the instrumental demonstration of authority by strategically positioned 

individuals, either through direct state manipulation of policy or through indirect pressure on the 

state (Gold, Lo, & Wright, 1975a, p. 34). . 

 

The central claim of Marxist instrumentalist theory is that countries pursue the interests of the 

capitalist class because the state explicitly controls that class. Miliband and Domholf (1967) 

attempted to isolate the system by which the capitalist class adopts the state as an instrument to 

promote and defend its class interests. However, Domhoff distinguished four of these systems as 

follows: (i) the candidate selection; (ii) the special interest; (iii) the ideological legitimation; (iv) 

and the policy planning.  Based on these processes, McGowan and Walker (1984) contend that 

interest is often associated with decision-makers being influenced by interest groups, particularly 

the powerful industrialists, to adopt certain policies and development paradigms that broaden their 

interests, or, to circumvent rules and development plans, to jeopardize the interests pursued. They 
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also point out that these rules and plans enable the capitalist class to assent, defend, and justify a 

precise path of exploratory certainty, thorough investigation, and identification of specific 

individuals and ideas. 

The appendage of Marxist instrumentalist inquiry concerns the formation and provision of society.  

This method of analysis uses the country's machinery to further its general interest. The main 

position of Marxist instrumentalist theories is explicit that in a capitalist society the interest of the 

ruling class comes first and not that of the entire population because of their direct participation in 

various kinds of state machinery and economic processes.  In other words, the special interest 

process involves lobbying of decision-makers by interest groups, including religious extremists in 

the political class, to either adopt specific policies or initiate their preferred general development 

paradigm. The ideological legitimation process involves the creation, dissemination, and 

enforcement of certain values. These are values that claim that a particular development is the best 

of all available strategies. Therefore, Marxist instrumentalist theory focuses on the links between 

the ruling class and the key actors in a regime's political institutions to show that the state lacks 

independence or initiatory role since its power is fully anchored in the subjugated economy and 

from which political class is controlled. 

 

In addition, it includes the influence of the neo-colonialists on the country's domestic 

manufacturing process over the ruling class, so as not to undermine the interest of multinationals 

in a developing economy. It also includes the establishment of special political approvals by 

impressive commissions and working clusters of industrialists and associations that do not impede 

the services of expatriates (neo-colonialists) in key positions in specific sectors of the economy 
 

Poor Infrastructure Development and Religious Play  

Without a question, Nigeria's economic development has been slow and insufficient. The uptrend 

is also much diminished by the absence of more advanced infrastructure, in addition to being 

significantly dependent on foreign assistance and politics for its development ambitions. For 

instance, the Nigeria Bureau of Statistics (NBS) categorizes the following manufacturing 

businesses in Nigeria: (i) cement manufacture; (ii) oil refining; and others. These industries make 

up a negligible five percent (5%) of the GDP of the economy's entire manufacturing sector, which 

is penalized mostly by inadequate infrastructure and is undersized due to reliance on growth-

inhibiting characteristics.  Particularly in the areas where the majority of Nigeria's resources are 
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found. For instance, the little percentage of GDP devoted to manufacturing perpetuates the 

dreadful picture of a sector that has been restrained for a number of years due to pervasive growth 

limitations and the poor condition of physical infrastructure. The multiple taxes and charges are 

also known as Transitional Inputs, which create a hostile business environment (NBS, 2010, p. 7). 

For instance, during this time, the value-added of industrial events increased to almost 600,12,3 

billion naira (N612.3 billion) in 2009 from 585,6 billion (N585.6 billion) in 2008. However, from 

eight-point-nine percent (8.89%) in 2008 to seven-point-eighty-five percent (7.85%) in 2009, the 

industrial value-added rate decreased. While the rate of premium growth in the same industry was 

about equal to zero point thirty-two percent (0.32%) of total GDP in 2008, in 2009 the rate climbed 

by six point forty-six percent (6.46%), compared to zero point thirty-six percent (0.36%) of real 

GDP growth.  Economically speaking, this industry contributes 4.17 percent (4.17%) more to real 

GDP in 2009 than it did in 2008 (4.14 percent). Nevertheless, in 2010, the value-added of industrial 

activities climbed from 600,12,3 (N$612.3) billion at current exchange rates in 2009 to 647,82 

(N$647.82) billion.  Manufacturing's real growth rate was particularly poor in 2010, as a result of 

a reduction in bank financing for the industry and a drop in total domestic demand. 

Conclusion 

The largely poor performance of the government in power over the years reflects in part the 

continued lack of infrastructural support from the central authority, particularly where religious 

affiliation is not established.  Obviously, Nigeria's greatest precarious experience is its inability to 

keep up with maintaining the existing infrastructures in the economy-based centers for dynamic 

development progress, economic growth, and implementation of adopted policies. For example, 

most small and medium-sized industries face irregular power supply, poor road network, poor 

access to drinking water supply, and other problems. The test cases used here are supposed 

examples to systematically illustrate this perspective. All this has contributed to a significant 

decline in technological and economic progress.  Human capital retardation has also been observed 

as a consequence of the poor provision of social facilities. To improve the situation, this was 

recommended: the adoption of a systematic approach to regulating poor policy implementation, 

which contributes to unilateral infrastructural support of certain regions due to religious affinity in 

governance. To this end, increase transparency and accountability in the country's governance and 

economic progress, and reduce skirmishes caused by religiosity, waste of resources, and others. 
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